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I. DESCRIPTION  

The issue of peaceful coexistence between Christians and Muslims is a highly 
contested issue. It becomes a political issue not only in a contemporary context of 
recent acts of terrorism perpetrated in the name of Allah, but also when taking into 
consideration a greater context of previous violent encounters and conflicts of the 
past. To what extent does it influence (or perhaps determine?) interactions 
between Christians and Muslims and in what way the religious elements of hostile 
actions (both physical and symbolic) in their spatial and temporal dimension of 
globalised world render the conflict insolvable in political terms? 

II. CONTENTS  

Session 1: Introduction. (Huntington, Roy) 

Session 2: Spiritual Struggles? (Ratzinger, Weigel, Trifkovic) 

Session 3: Heritage of the Past. (Cook, Sookhdeo 2007) 

Session 4: The Cross and the Sword. (Ibrahim, Spencer) 

Session 5: New Frontiers vs. New Frontlines (Phillips, Sookhdeo 2007) 

III. METHODOLOGY  

Each seminar will consist of a short lecture introducing the topic followed by a case 
study and subsequent discussion. The sessions will be devoted to exploring (and 
challenging!) different concepts and theories concerning the encounters between 
Muslims and Christians. This way not only will you gain a sound knowledge on the 
issue, but also you will learn how to apply the theoretical tools into practical use.  

IV. EVALUATION  

Case analysis. 
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